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: ! PACKARD 
ANNCR: 

THE UNITED STATES IS ENTERING ITS THIRD CENTURY, THE 
OLDEST CONTINUING REPUBLIC. PEOPLE WHO OBSERVE AND SHAPE 
THE COURSE OF AMERICAN SOCIETY SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS ON 
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THAT SOCIETY, AS WE PRESENT “AMERICAN 
PERSPECTIVES." TODAY, THE AUTHOR AND SOCIAL CRITIC VANCE 
PACKARD. 

: IF ==— PACKARD 

COPT) "I DRIFTED INTO BOOX WRITING SORT OF ACCIDENTALLY 
BECAUSE I DID AN ARTICLE FOR A MAGAZINE THAT \VIAS TURNED DOIN 
BECAUSE IT WAS TOO OFFENSIVE TO ADVERTISERS. AND A BOOK 
PUBLISHER ASKED ME IF I HAD ANY IDEAS FOR BOOKS AND I 
REMEMBERED THIS, AND OUT OF THIS CANE THE HIDDEN PERSUANERS, 
WHICH WAS ACOUT MOTIVATIONAL RESEARCH USED BY ADVERTISING AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS." CEND OPT) 

ANNCR: 

VANCE PACKARD'S THE HIDDEN PERSUADERS VWIAS AN EXPOSE OF 
THE TECHNIQUES AMERICAN ADVERTISERS USE TO CONVINCE THE 
PUBLIC TO BUY PRODUCTS AND SERVICES THEY MAY NOT NEED AT 
ALL. ALTHOUGH IT DID OFFEND ADVERTISERS, THE BOOK SOLD 
MELLIONS OF COPIES, AND ITS SUCCESS ALLOWED VANCE PACKARD 
TO TURN FROM A CAREER AS A MAGAZINE WRITER TO A NEI: 


PROFESSION AS AN OBSERVER OF SOCIAL TRENDS IN AMERICA, 


-—m 7 


"IT DEVELOPED BY MY SECOND BOOK THAT IF WOULD WRITE ALL 
MY BOOKS ON WHAT IS HAPPENING TO MAN IN THE FACE OF RAPID 
SOCIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE. AND SO TODAY, WHEN I 
SELECT A SUBJECT FOR A BOOK, WHAT I DO IS SIMPLY WALK AROUND 
MAN ANO SEE HOW HIS LIFE IS CHANGING, AND I PICK ONE AREA AND 
DECIDE TO SPEt!ID FOUR YEARS LOOKING INTO IT AND SEE WHAT 
COMES uP." 
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ANNCR: 

COPT) MISTER PACKARD SAYS HE BEGINS HIS RESEARCH FOR 
EACH NEW BOOK BY READING EVERYTHING HE CAN FIND ON THE 
SUBJECT. THEN HE CONDUCTS HUNDREDS OF INTERVIEWS TO FIND OUT 
HOW PEOPLE FEEL ABOUT THE SOCIAL CHANGES AFFECTING THEIR LIVES, 
FINALLY HE PULLS TOGETHER THE INFORMATION HE HAS GATHERED AND 


DRAWS CONCLUSIONS. SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE HIDDEN 





PERSUADERS IN 1957, THIS TECHNIQUE HAS PRODUCED SIX MORE BOOKS 
ON TRENDS RANGING FROM THE SEARCH FOR STATUS IN AMERICAT! 
SOCIETY TO THE LONELINESS BROUGHT ON BY THE INCREASING 
MOBILITY AND ROOTLESSNESS OF AMERICAN LIFE. CEND OPT) 
DURING HIS TWENTY YEARS AS A SOCIAL OBSERVER, VANCE PACKARD 
SAYS HE HAS NOTICED THREE MAJOR CHANGES: 
TAPE; T THREE =~ PACKARD 

"FIRST OF ALL, I SAV THIS ENORMOUS COHMERCIALIZATION OF 
AMERICAN LIFE, WHICH BEGAN AROUND 1955, WHEN OUR CAPACITY TO 
PRODUCE GOODS OUTSTRIPPED OUR CAPACITY TO CONSUME THEM, SO 


THAT STRATEGIES HAD TO BE DEVELOPED TO MAKE US MORE WASTEFUL 
IN OUR CONSUMPTION PATTERNS, AND THIS WAS SOMETHING SORT OF 


NEW IN THE WORLD, AND I TRACED THIS IN THE HIDDEN PERSUVADERS 
AND HORE SPECIFICALLY IN THE WASTE MAKERS.' 
ANNCR: 


THE SECOND TREND, MISTER PACKARD SAYS, WAS -- AND STILL IS 


~- EVEN MORE FAR-REACHING. 


cd rd 
= 


"IT ALSO STARTED SEEII'G THE SOCIAL FRAGMENTATION OCCURRING 
IN OUR SOCIETY AS A RESULT OF THE GROTH OF VAST CITIES, THE 
BREAKDOWN OF THE FAMILY, AND THE VERY GREAT MOBILITY OF OUR 
POPULATION. THIS SOCIAL FRAGHENTATION IS LOOSENING THE TIES 
TO KINFOLK, TO ETHNIC GROUPS, TO FAMILY, TO COMMUNITY, TO 
POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS, TO CHURCH AFFILIATIONS. IT HAS 
HAD, I THINK, AN ENORMOUS EFFECT ON AMERICAN SOCIETY IN TERMS 
OF CREATING A NEW! LIFESTYLE WHERE THERE'S LESS CONCERN ASOUT 
THE SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR BEHAVIOR, WHERE THERE'S LESS 
INTEREST, I THINK, It COMMUIITY AFFAIRS, WHERE THERE'S LESS 
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CONCERN ACOUT PERSONAL POSSESSIONS, BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE MOVING 
SO MUCH THAT THEY CAN'T TAKE THEIR POSSESSIONS WITH THEM AND 
THEY WANT THINGS ALREADY THERE, THEY'RE FASCINATED WITH PER- 
SONAL POSSESSIONS, BUT THEY WAi'T THEM BUILT INTO WHATEVER 
THEY'RE BUYING, AS, FOR EXANPLE, A NEW HOME." 


ANNCR: 

MISTER PACKARD'S BOOK THE SEXUAL WILDERNESS DOCUMENTS A 
THIRD TREND HE HAS OBSERVED ~-- THE CHANGING RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN, AND THE CONSEQUENT UNCERTAINTY ON BOTH 
SIDES AS TO \VIHAT BEHAVIOR IS APPROPRIATE. HE BELIEVES THAT ALL 
THREE TRENDS DENOTE PERMANENT CHANGES IN ENOURING VALUES. 

WHAT THE EVENTUAL RESULTS WILL BE, HE DOES NOT PREDICT. BUT 
HE SAYS THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT AMERICANS ARE BEGINNING TO 
RESPOND TO THE CHALLE!NIGES PRESENTED BY THE FUTURE: 

TAPE: CUT FIVE ~- PACKARD 


“THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE, I THINK, IS TO RESTORE A SENSE 
OF COMMUNITY TO OUR LIVES. NOW, THIS IS A BROAD, SWEEPING 
STATEMENT, I MEAN, THERE ARE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
A GREAT SENSE OF COMMUNITY, BUT AN INCREASING PROPORTION 
OF OUR POPULATION ARE RELATIVELY UPROOTED AND RELATIVELY 
LONELY AND RELATIVELY ROOTLESS. AND THIS, I THINK, IS 
BAD. I HEAN, IT SHOWS UP PIIYSICALLY IN HEALTH PROGLEMS, IT 
SHOWS UP IN NEUROTIC PROBGLEINS, AND AS I SAID, IT SHOWS UP IN 
A LOSS OF CONCERN ACOUT OUR BEHAVIOR, SO THIS MEANS MORE 
CRIME, MORE BANKRUPTCY, MORE SEXUAL PERMISSIVENESS, AND SO ON, 
THAT, I THINK, IS AN AREA WHERE AN AVIFUL LOT OF THOUGHT 
NOW IS GOING, INTO THE DEVELOPNE:!T OF OUR NE\! SUBURBS, 
OUR NEW TOWNS, FOR EXAMPLE, AND INSIDE OF OUR MAJOR CITIES. 
AN AVFUL LOT OF THOUGHT IS GOING INTO BRINGING BACK THE 
AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY. ANDO NEW! YORK CITY, OF ALL CITIES, IS 
HAVING THOUSANDS OF BLOCK ASSOCIATIONS THAT ARE ORGANIZING 
BLOCK PARTIES. THEY TAKE THE CARS OUT OF THE STREETS AND 
CLOSE OFF THE STREETS AND ALL THE PEOPLE POUR OUT OF THE 
BUILDINGS AND HAVE FESTIVALS AND PLANT SHRUBS AND THINGS 
LIKE THAT, GUT THE HAIN THING IS THAT THEY START TALKING 
TO EACH OTHER, IN AN ANONYHOUS BIG METROPOLITAN AREA, PEOPLE 
TEND TO DRAt BOUNDARIES AROUND THEINISELVES IN ORDER TO FIND 
PRIVACY. BUT THIS HAS GONE TOO FAR, AND THEY REALIZE IT NOW, 
AND THEY ARE FINDING A GREAT RELEASE IN THESE BLOCK PARTIES." 
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ANNCR: 

VANCE PACKARD == AUTHOR, SOCIAL CRITIC, AND IN THE FINAL 
ANALYSIS, AN OPTINIST ABOUT VHAT IS HAPPENING IN AMERICAN 
SOCIETY. THIS HAS GEEN "AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES" -- A LOOK AT 
WHAT'S Of! THE MINOS OF PEOPLE \IHO OBSERVE AND SHAPE THE DYNAMICS 
OF AMERICAN SOCIETY -- Of THE OCCASION OF THE TVIO~HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUIIDINIG OF THE UNITED STATES. NEXT TIME 
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